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willing his master should resume the treaty with Holland,
provided the demands of England might be previously
granted. Gaultier came back, after a short stay, with a
return to his message, that the Dutch had used the Most
Christian King and his ministers in such a manner, both at
The Hague and Gertruydenberg, as made that Prince re-
solve not to expose himself any more to the like treatment;
that he therefore chose to address himself to England, and
was ready to make whatever offers Her Majesty could
reasonably expect, for the advantage of her own kingdoms,
and the satisfaction of her allies.

After this message had been duly considered by the
Queen and her ministers, Mons. Gaultier was dispatched a
second time to France, about the beginning of March, one
thousand seven hundred and ten-eleven, with an answer to
the following purpose : " That since France had their par-
ticular reasons for not beginning again to treat with Holland,
England was willing to remove that difficulty3 and proposed
it should be done in this manner : That France should send
over hither the propositions for a treaty, which should be
transmitted by England to Holland, to be jointly treated on
that side of the water; but it was to be understood, that the
same proposition formerly offered to Holland, was to be
made to England, or one not less advantageous to the
allies ] for although England would enter most sincerely
into such a treaty, and shew, in the course of it, the clear-
ness of their intentions; yet they could not, with honour,
entertain a less beneficial proposal than what was offered to
the States."

That Prince, as well as his minister, Mons. de Torcy,
either felt, or affected, so much resentment of the usage the
latter had met at The Hague and Gertruydenberg, that they
appeared fully determined against making any application
to the States, where the same persons continued still in
power, of whose treatment they so heavily complained.1

1 There can be little doubt that De Torcy's resentment against the
Dutch, as expressed in the first of the propositions above cited, was an
affected one, since it is well known that the Dutch were, at the very
time these propositions were sent to England, and even for some time
previously, engaged in separate overtures with the French Court. In-
deed, according to Prior ("History of his Own Time"), they had